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JOTTKNEY TO BETHLEHEM. 

BY JOSHUA GILPIN. 
(Continued from page 38.) 

We called this evening at Dan 1 Stronds to deliver 
our letter from S Sitgreaves. he returned from the 
election soon after & treated us with much politeness, 
we supped with him & his family which I think is one 
of the nicest I saw here & live as handsomely as they 
in the City,he is a man of very considerable intelligence, 
has been in very good company & appeared capable of 
giving us more information than all the rest of the 
country put together — He gives us the same char- 
acter of Gr L we have uniformly had of his 

being very slippery and inclined to play tricks, rather 
a low man, & he thinks that were L°lands not the best 
in the country he would not hesitate at calling the best 

he could find his own & showing us them — D. S. 

has but a very poor opinion of the value of any of 
Levers lands, he does not doubt their soil but their 
situation in places where it would be ignorance indeed 
to expect any general settlement to take place, & the 
roads must be supported at the expense of each farm, 
Mills, Black smith &c are at great distances and the 
time of one man would be wholly taken up to attend 
each of them, he would not buy them at any price & 
thinks them worth nothing from these disadvantages, 
tho' he says he differs from most persons in his 
opinion, and perhaps for this reason the lands may be 
worth something, tho' he may be ever so correct — 
D. S. has ideas of a settlement which ought to enrich 
its possessors & of course is a very proper person to 
converse with — He is well acquainted with Lever's 
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Tobyhanon farm which he admits to be really a valuable 
property both in soil & situation & worthy attention & 
the only part of the property he thinks which is — 
D. S. ideas of the value of lands generally is more 
rational than of any person I have met with, he thinks 
that all the landed property of this country has a 
gradual rise according to the settlement & will thus 
improve but that much cannot be done by sending men 
out or forcing the business, that there has never been 
any real causes for lands to have ever so suddenly 
become an object of merchandise as they have done & 
that it has fully proved so by their sinking from the 
forced state of price &c to the former one of a par with 
other things — The Beech Woods Lands are here much 
preferred to any country between this & them & have 
the general opinion in favor of their becoming very 
valuable, the line of division between them & the other 
common lands is about 20 miles & altho' the timber 
is heavy they appear the nearest land proper for gen- 
eral settlement, the hills are regarded as quite equal 
to the vallies — this country is of the nature of our 12 
tracts on the head of Chest & Clearfield. — 

13th. We had remained at this place this morning 
to permit Or. Levers to fulfil his appointment which he 
did not do I suppose he slipped to the Election yester- 
day under the only pretense we should permitted him 
to leave us — 

We employed ourselves till dinner in walking about 
this Settlement with D. S. and having conversation 
upon the improvement of this country — 

I am convinced that the only object in purchasing 
lands here would be to settle a number of families of 
different employments to supply each others necessi- 
ties, which would certainly answer well, and if there 
were adjoining lands left for sale would always com- 
mand purchasers — If land is otherwise bo't it must 
have but little attention and lav for the advance of the 
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lands generally in which it may again answer well as 
population is extending gradually as a wave over this 
continent & could we fix upon spots into which it may 
rush would prove to more immediate advantage — In 
purchasing the best lands in detached places one 
advantage is given to settlers tho' it is a small one, 
that of their making use of the adjoining ones as a 
range for creatures &c. & for hunting — Afternoon 
D. Stroud called on us & proposed our riding which we 
did with him about 4 miles up Broadheads Creek to 
view the extent of their valley which is generally very 
fine several handsome houses of stone &c he showed 
us a tract of cleared land of 60 acres for which he gave 
D s . 900 — Broadheads Creek was originally called 
Analomink by the Indians & is a fine mill stream — 
On our ride saw several new clearings country mostly 
stony & rough timber pine hemlock &°. The Pitch pine 
& White pine are both very plenty especially on Morris 
& Nicholsons Lands the White pine is a very beautiful 
tree, its straightness is very elegant as it reaches to a 
height of about 160 ft. & the leaves are a bright green & 
no where thick so that it interrupts nothing, the hem- 
lock is quite different its height is nearly the same but 
its leaves are flat horizontally & in layers of leaves & 
limbs the same of an excessive dark green & intercept 
even the rays of the sun, its shape is broad at the lowest 
branches & pointed at the top so that it is like a cone, 
it grows to an excessive thickness in the trunk, at the 
ends of the limbs from the leaves hangs the little cone 
which bears the seed & is auburn & beautiful among 
the dark shades of color. The hemlock is always accom- 
panied by the birch & I could not but recall the obser- 
vations of St. Pierre on this subject as I found his 
remarks strictly verified — he observes that the fir has 
the shape of a regular cone but that its neighbor the 
birch has its limbs slender & often hang gathering 
round its trunk & has the form of an inverted pyramid 
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— the stiff leaves of the fir or hemlock remain unmoved 
by a breeze which continually gives the birch a tremu- 
lous motion — The bark of the hemlock is very dark 
the beech very light colored, the Beech affords food to 
the beavers on its roots while the Hemlock nourish the 
squirrels & rooks on its branches yet these trees with 
the sugar maple are inseparable & where they grow 
the land assumes the name of beech woods & is totally 
a distinct & different kind from all others, the thick- 
ness of the branches interwoven a-top prevent the light 
from touching the soil or at least the rays of the Sun 
& owing to that it is extremely moist without underwood 
& has a small dark green vine peculiar to itself & runs 
over the moss which covers everything & is extremely 
pretty its flower is a white berry red about the size of a 
pea. the roots of the moss run above ground very 
much & make the soil uneven tho ' they are covered with 
this moss — Along broadheads creek are several of the 
Hemlock & White pine in damp situations which bear 
from their bows a white moss hanging down several 
yards & many of the trees nearly covered with it — 
has a singular & elegant appearance— as we passed 
thro many parts of the woods we found that all the 
young timber was destroyed, in places for hundreds of 
poles nothing on the ground but large trees & this is 
owing to a practise of the hunters of this country who 
from time immemorial have set fire late in the fall 
annually to the woods both for the purpose of clearing 
them & to prevent future years from assisting the 
timber to grow to obstruct their pursuit of the Deer — 
this kind of lawless depredation as dangerous to the 
settlers as injurious to the community of Landholders 
has been often strove to be remedied without effect, 
travellers have been surrounded by the fire on the public 
roads; those who understand the business when they 
see the fire surrounding or pursuing them with the 
wind, set fire to the spot they are on till it burns away 
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& get on it when the general blast arrives. The woods 
under fire makes a tremendous appearance — 

On our ride we obtained some information respecting 

Gr L 's lands and returned to our Inn at 8 

oClock where soon after G-. Levers came to us he had 
not been able to have come before thro the indisposition 
of his wife — The mill opposite to our lodgings is 
situate in one of the finest mill streams I ever saw & at 
a place which is a curiosity the beautiful strata of stone 
which are at the damb & thro which the stream has worn 
a very smooth channel the cataract of water over some 
rocks at the damb & the excessive clearness of the 
stream is beautiful — They are erecting a new stone 
bridge of three large arches, immediately over the 
damb & the water flows thro' the arches immediately 
over the Cataract — 

We arranged the plan with G. L. for the movements 
of the next day & retired to bed. 

14. Set off after breakfast with G. Levers up Broad- 
heads Creek to see his lands on Cranberry to which we 
came in riding about 10 miles he found them with some 
difficulty, the first described to lay in the name of 
Laurence Cuncle 200 acres on the waters of Broad- 
heads Creek — was a tract of White oak land some of 
the finest trees I ever saw, a flat lying rather high & in 
one place of about 40 acres I apprehend the other part 
was rather wet & low & a rich hickory bottom — Stony 
in places — the second tract on the Cranberry one 
line of it running thro ' the Cranberry Pond but being 
so wet & low we saw little else than the adjoining coun- 
try & the tracts round from which we would judge it to 
contain a very excellent soil & bottom which would 
require to be drained, the timber mostly Wok's 
Maple Sugar Beech & hickory the tract is in the name 
of James Davis 233 A s broade — neither of these tracts 
have any settlements nearer to them than three or four 
miles & the roads if they may be called so within about 
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2. excessively rough. & over ridges of stones, the coun- 
try round hilly rocky & broken & not practicable to be 
settled — 

On our road or way home we were wet -with rain 
during which had to stop to feed our horses with oats 
from a rock on the top of an extreme high ridge & had 
a delightful view of the slope of the country from thence 
over Strouds valley to the Water Gap of the blue moun- 
tain about 16 miles & of the blue Lehigh hills beyond 
it to a very great distance, the profile of the Gap gave 
us a fresh idea of its greatness — no art could give to the 
people of this country a most useful director than this 
to prevent their being lost as they can see it from the 
top of every hill, & regulate their course by it — we re- 
turned down the Broadheads Creek home about 7 oClock 
& concluding to start very early the next morning re- 
tired early to bed — 

15th. Eose this morning about 5 oClock & set off 
with G. Levers to see some of his lands lying upon the 
headwaters of Jones's & M°Michael's Creeks and in our 
way came to an Inn kept on the North & South road to 
Cooperstown kept by John Larmes where we found it 
so rainy as it had been all our way that it was neither 
prudent nor answerable to our business to attempt go- 
ing into the woods — The road there from Strouds 
town 8 or 9 miles is over a great number of pine ridges 
some of them stony, the land very thin & rough passed 
only one or two small farms in our way — The 
Settlement at Larme's is a fine one made about 30 
years ago by the father of the present holder, all whose 
family but him were killed about 20 years ago at the 
conclusion of the american war by a party of 6 indian 
ravagers one of whom I. L. shot — The house & land 
was purchased twice by I. L. but the title afterwards 
lost again & is held by Judge R Peters & is in the body 
of a large quantity of his land which is not of the first 
quality the family have of their own land & J. Peters 
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about 200 acres cleared for the house & I P 's part they 
pay about D s . 32. — p annum — they have a house barn 
Blacksmiths Shop & weaving room handy — On our 
way here we lamented the destruction thro' the woods 
by the fire & the mischief of the hunters in so wantonly 
sporting with the wealth of the country for their pleas- 
ure. Their custom is to form a ring round about a 
wood of 2 or 3000 acres with leaves & c . to which they 
set fire the deer finding themselves enclosed, contract 
themselves within the circle & do not break thro' till 
they find it on all sides & in getting out are shot by the 
hunters as they spring over it into the plain which the 
fire has consumed — I believe the settlers here are 
much more a lawless banditti & subject to more dis- 
orders of every kind than on our western waters as I 
never had to remark any such doings for altho' the 
woods there were in places burnt it was only accidental 
& by fires breaking out of their clearings which is 
excusable & is never designed or general as here — 
The Settlement of I Larmes we reached to breakfast 
about 8 oClock & found there had been brot there about 
2 oClock in the morning by a hunter one Dennis Coe 
a fine buck shot by him on the waters of the Wolten- 
papack about 22 miles & sold on his way to Strouds, 
I think the fattest I ever saw & he says he has since his 
residence at that place killed about 300 & not one finer 
or larger, we had fine stakes from him for breakfast 
and they equalled every description I ever heard of 
them, the buck which was brot here neated the hunter 
about as follows. — 

2 hind quarters 40 lb3 each 80 at 4 d 3.55 

2 forequarters 40 lbs at 2 88 

Skin 2.— 

6 lb tallow @ 1/ 80 

D B . 7.23 
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our breakfast today at a public Inn consisted of Coffee, 
— Venison Stake, porcht eggs, a roast chicken, honey, 
raddishes for which we paid 2/ each. I bot of our land- 
lord about 18 lbs of the back of the loin of our buck at 6 d 
which we sent down to Strouds to meet us at dinner at 
6 oClock this evening. — The rain abating we con- 
cluded to continue upon part of our business and left 
the Inn at Larmes for G. Lever's lands on the head- 
water's of Jones's & M c Michael's Creeks. Our bill at 
Larmes 's. 

4 breakfasts .2/ 1.8 

20 qts of oats 8 d . 67 

12 lb venison at 6 d 67 

hay 2/ a snack for 4@2 d . ... 38 2.85 

Guide a woodman .50 



3.35 



The hunter who brot us the venison was the com- 
pleatest fellow I ever saw, he was a strong active hard 
new englander fairly fitted for business of this kind & 
in his pursuits had rambled thro' half America, and 
combined a very tolerable education which qualified 
him for keeping a school in N. E. with a desire of seeing 
all his time & money would permit hardships were to 
him no barriers & his habits of life prevented his feel- 
ing himself a stranger anywhere & he appeared equally 
fitted for entertainment in a city or resting on a rock, 
his deportment was very decent he leaves his home 
for hunting with but little provision & goes on accom- 
modating himself to his fare & his manners to the 
people till a change of his desire or a gratification of 
it induces his return & we may say every place is his 
home & as to the ease that others more civilized seek, 
he seeks it not because he always has it — The Western 
Woods fort Pitt, the Genesee & lake countries, heads 

Vol. XLVL— 9 
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of Susquehannah, Lake Champlain & the streams of 
Delaware were about equally known to him & he con- 
versed of them all as places he visited as I do the streets 
of Philadelphia — 

From his man I obtained considerable information 
of the State of Settlements about our lands on the 
Elk forrest and am inclined to believe no improvements 
are so forward as we have understood, I have also had 
the same hints from several others & combined them 
with my own knowledge of the slowness of the advance 
of people among the beech woods, these circumstances 
appear requisite a property of that kind should be 
known to us & induce me much to see them. 

I may here mention that the Larmes have the care of 
the property of Judge Peters & prevent the burning of 
their woods by raking the leaves around them every 
year & burning them with care to prevent its spreading, 
by which means when the general fire comes down from 
the forrest the combustible, communicable matter is 
previously destroyed & their is not any connexion. 

Larmes plantation being the oldest near it has been 
considered a central spot & the miles are marked from 
it on the trees northward towards Copperstown. it is 
called at constantly by travellers we have met two 
Jerseymen Joel Wolverton & his brother who were 
about removing & after being all thro' this country & 
the beech woods were determined to make a settlement 
on the Cayuga or Seneca Lakes near Genesee he gives 
a promising account of that country and both of the soil 
& improvements & emigration, Land he says he thinks 
may be had there for cash in large Lots for D s . 2 — sP 
acre & is equal to any part of America. — I think this 
is worthy of more inquiry as the present is certainly 
a very dull time with landholders, the settlements & 
speculations have been forced & have failed & in it have 
operated as much to prevent the object of improving 
the country as to involve the persons engaged, lands 
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were never much more an object at one time than 
another but those who have thought so in going too far 
have injured their purposes, made them more heavy 
than ever & I wish to enquire if they have not left the 
way open for those who are not embarrassed to do 
something handsome, as the gradual population of 
these countries cannot be prevented in the end. 

About 40 miles from this place is a village of Wilson- 
ville at which Judge Wilson has expended about 
D s . 40,000. in making a manufactory of sail canvas, 
which I understand made 16 yds before it dropped the 
buildings are now going to decay — a little town remains 
there well situated where there is accommodation for 
travellers. — 

Thro' all the western part of this country with which 
I have any knowledge there appears to extend ridges 
of a similar soil & appearance to be passed tho' they 
vary something in breadth — After passing a rich coun- 
try to the blew mountain, sometimes or mostly nar- 
rower to the northward & going over it the great 
limestone valley is found, reaching to an irregular hill 
country in which there is little good land but in vallies, 
to the Allegheny M ns on the western part of which is an 
unvarying line of beech woods hemlocks &°. to amasing 
growth. — and these may properly be denominated the 
wilds of America, as from the labor of improving them 
they certainly appear like to be left for ages. — from 
this line we fall into a fine rich open soil generally flat 
enough & capable of extensive cultivation & genial to 
extensive population & improvement of the last descrip- 
tion are our Westmoreland tracts of the former are 
our 18 Huntingdon — - As the mountains contract 
towards the North Eiver & heads of the Delaware some 
variations may be expected, the vallies between the 
mountains narrower & more beech lands & over the 
ridges more flats which extend towards the Q-enessee 
Lakes — 
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We have already passed our large bodies of Morris 
& Nicholson surveys almost to any quantity which are 
certainly the worst lands to be found, but I think were 
the titles good they might be bo't with advantage at 
their present prices, some parts of them would answer 
for farms but timber is here becoming of consid- 
erable value wherever they can be got off. We found 
much of their land offered at 10 or 13 cents an acre 
on which there is very tolerable wood, this will 
answer well for staves on which I made from the best 
information I could obtain the following estimate — 
10 trees white oaks on an average will make 1000 
staves & one half being given to make them is 20 trees 

1 M. Staves at Phil a D a . 40.— 

cartage from stump to water D s . 12. — 

raft & bringing down to Phil 6. — 

risk 2.— 20.— 

20 trees bring 1 D 8 . ea. } 20 — 

The question then is what quantity is on an acre. 

The rise of lands in spots proper for settlements is 
very sudden as soon as they are resorted to & I think 
good lands easy for cultivation with moderate ad- 
vantages cannot fail of being good purchases, bo't as 

2 D s . — sP acre, but I think that this country is too 
much known for it, & perhaps the more settled parts of 
N Yk — but as emigration is yet nearly as great as ever 
or at least is gradually so a place may be discovered 
having some fixed object which would prove well — 
Strouds family bought their present Settlement 34 
years ago for £350. — . — and the settler 4 years after 
would have been glad to have regained it at 10 times 
the sum, they have made from it the means of holding 
here about 4,000 acres for which I apprehend they 
would not take D s . 20 ^ acre. 

At Larmes we had sent for his brother to conduct 
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as thro' some about 7 tracts of Gr. Levers lands on 
M°.Michaels creek but which the wetness of the woods 
prevented us from doing & we only received from him 
a description of them as follows. 



John Keyser 
John Porter 
John Dawes 
John Kinsey 
John Kinsey 
John Martin 
Henry Gutshalk 



these generally pretty good 
the soil rich but stony on 
the hills the meadows fine 
- flat bottoms wet & rich soil. 
Settlements within 
about 4 miles road 
within about 2 miles. 



on our way home we passed thro ' the following tracts 
on Jones 's creek — 



William Farmer 
Benj n . Yardley 
George Wormsley 
James Fox 



Samuel Engle 
Robert Miller 
Benj n . Yardley 



all these lands were taken up 
by Robert Levers for the benefit 
of the timber, the soil is exces- 
sively stony & nowhere fit for 
cultivation except on the pine 
ridges where it is poor, appre- 
hended from description to be the 
same quality & unnecessary to be 
seen & may yield a crop — we 
would not value this land as worth 
anything as the timber is nearly 
all either been cut or destroyed by 
the fire at least none grows up a 
new. 



"We reached Strouds to dine about dusk the hunter by 
whom I sent had bro 't. our venison & had it ready for 
dinner & it proved quite to our satisfaction was very 
nice & tender, we had to our table our land lord & his 
son I. Stroud — Our landlord being an old colonel & 
fond of entertainment acted his character & was very 
agreeable — Our hunter on coming down had made 
his way here with as much amusement to them & ad- 
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vantage to himself as he had done among us, he was 
certainly a man of good information & wit enough to 
make his relations well attended to — 

We have observed thro' all this country the excellent 
effects labor on the people generally in the mode of 
their life, the robustness & solidity of their muscles, 
none of them inclining to fatness & all active. 

16. This morning it rained so heavily we were de- 
tained wholly at our Inn we had otherwise concluded 
last night to move on Pirn Nevins for N Yk & I had it 
in debate to see our lands on the Lacawacriver as I 
wished much to be informed of our interest there but 
the delay of rain put the matter out of the question 
as I would not have consented so long a stay during the 
uncertainty of the weather. — During the morning 
the object of our Journey. Gr. Levers lands became as 
often before the subject of our debate & from the best 
information we could obtain we believe, that their dis- 
persed situation remote from Eoads & from each other 
& from all the present houses from which they are 
seperated by excessive rough ridges will render it 
inelligible to purchase them with a view of sending 
out persons under an assurance of their being in good 
& proper situations added to this, their quality is 
irregular some of them not adapted at all for settle- 
ment, — to depend on having upon them the people who 
generally have settled about these woods would be 
almost encouraging a set of lawless depredators, as 
many of them would only purchase for the privilege of 
cutting timber and getting all the value from the first 
working of the soil, & leave it a barren waste, not able 
to fulfil their engagements we are therefore of opinion 
that a purchase of these lands at a very low rate say 
about .27 cents ^ acre might be a good speculation & 
would not higher & that by taking care of the timber 
should not be injured & preventing settlers something 
might be made from their rise in value. — We think 
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that to purchase upon terms equally low, the adjoining 
lands of Morris & Nicholson would be enhancing their 
value in our hands as perhaps nearly all of Levers 's 
lands might be settled & Nicholsons serve them for tim- 
ber & a range, they would also become of value the 
moment a settlement is made to join them, but untill 
a settlement was formed on our own plan I would de- 
cidedly prevent a person from going on the lands upon 
any terms unless his character was wholly to be con- 
fided in — 

My friend P. N. thinks that should we purchase any 
quantity of lands on Speculation he would have all the 
timber sold for what it would bring as it might pay for 
the land, & that there is every appearance of the wood 
being soon replaced if the fire could be generally pre- 
vented as it does not destroy the roots so wholly as to 
prevent it from growing again. — & while trees are on 
the lands they are plundered. 

Our Inn is the general resort of the wild people of 
the country a store being also in it, we were much dis- 
turbed with the rudeness of their manners, not at- 
tributable to design, but to their mode of life which I 
think is pardonable on that consideration — Every one 
is on a degree of equality & from their seeing few 
persons at their own farms treat everybody as inti- 
mates, our appearance excited some attention & dis- 
tance but no introduction was ever expected from 
others most of the people who came here were germans. 

After dining again on our buck the back of one side 
of which had now dinned 12 persons & had a meal for 
two to spare we prepared to leave the Inn I paid the 
following bill in which 



Dinners were charged at 2/. . 27 

Madeira wine 50 

Oats at 3 d 3 

Lodging at 20. 



ams. for 4 persons 
1 Days 22.93 
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We concluded to keep together on the road to Easton 
thro P. N. designed to get to N Yk by the readiest way- 
he could, we directed G. Levers to take a different road 
from the one by which we came & led us over a small 
hill to a valley between it & the base of the blue moun- 
tain & stopped at an Inn of Henry Housen a Dutch- 
man about 4 miles from Strouds early in the evening 
to lodge. — this valley is one of the richest we have seen 
since we set out & has some very well improved farms 
tho' its breadth is little more than half a mile — its 
greeness of fine cultivation up the hills & the sides of 
the blue mountain is very great & handsome, the ride 
here was over a rough road in places on the ridge we 
crossed covered with round pebbles with which the 
surface of all the country is all covered in places but are 
never found below the soil. — On our way here we had 
a fine view of the blue mountain, the mists or low clouds 
which came with an easterly rain envelloped its top & 
its height being hid we might indulge the idea of its 
being much higher. — 

Our friend P. N. thinks the hills & grass of the woods 
well adapted to raise sheep & promote the growth of 
the best wool, which a richer soil will not do, but they 
are very little attended to here at Stroud's they have 
them but owing to the wolves are driven every night 
into folds. — 

The Maple Sugar is made through all this country but 
is extremely laborious. 

The trees are tapped or bored about 2 inches deep 
with a small auger the last of cold weather when it 
softens for Spring & always the better if a soft or wet 
snow is on 'the ground in a general thaw the holes 
furnished with a hollow stick or reed to lead the juice 
or sap into a wooden trough placed beneath which is 
emptied into a kettle not further off than a quarter of 
a mile in which it is boiled to a consistency & if the 
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maker understands it is granulated by stirring if not, is 
poured into a bason, the shape of which it preserves as 
a cake of tallow & is afterwards cut as used, a 
very fine tree may yield 80 gallons of juice but the 
average is not more than 20 or 25. the strength of the 
juice varies from 4 or 5 gallons yielding a pound of 
sugar to 7 or 8 doing it according to the strength of 
the tree being exausted by its continuance in running — 
The juice this tree affords is astonishing & that it does 
it without the least injury to its growth I have heard 
of the juice of some trees which have never been tapped 
falling from the branches 

At Supper this evening we had, a mutton chop, fried 
bacon, porched eggs honey, apple pye, cucumbers 
coffee, for which we paid 1/6 each. 

17. Our bill at Henry Housen's was for three 22/10 
We left this Inn about 7 oClock & kept down thro ' the 
valley which we found better cultivated even than the 
part we rode thro' last evening it also widened & we 
passed several fine grazing farms, the cleared fields 
which the lands are rich enough to induce it up the 
hills & often the sides of the mountain are elegant be- 
yond description. — After passing out of the valley 
previous to my calling on G. Levers we had again a 
view of the extensive valley opening to the west & of 
the rises of several Mountains & the Pocono from it a 
full prospect of the wilderness we had passed thro 
which appeared almost again desirable from this 
height. — After getting G. Levers from his house 
we proceeded thro' the wind Gap the prospect of 
which from the west side again amazed me in its ex- 
treem lowness & dip in comparison with the rest of the 
top as I could observe it better than when I went & I do 
not think it equals more than an fourth of its heigth — 

The Lake which is on the western side of it is about 
1J miles from it & is a mile long \ mile wide & very 



138 Journey to Bethlehem. 

deep — it is called Lake Papoonamey* — I was sensible 
that in passing thro ' this Gap before & in the attempt of 
my friends to ascend it they had not discovered its 
beauties as they tried it on the north side & having with 
me a person who knew it, I wished to try again & pro- 
posed it but they declined, my desire to do it was such 
however that I persevered in going up the south de- 
cline, so as to have a full prospect of the valley towards 
Bethlehem, but the trees for some height admitted it 
but partially & in order to gain it more fully I continued 
to ascend the way not being very difficult, till the top 
appeared not very far & from the emulation of gaining 
the utmost ridge went further than I intended. 

We however gained the utmost summit & I consid- 
ered myself amply repaid for my labor & fatigue in the 
most extensive prospect I had ever enjoyed, as the 
point on which I stood gave me a rich & varying appear- 
ance in every direction. — Facing to the north west my 
view opened perfectly clear from every interruption 
over a precipice & lengthy descent of rocks of about 200 
feet such as are very common on the sides of these 
mountains, the country below appeared for the first ten 
or twelve miles as a map down below us every house 
road & stream & field perfectly discernable, the situ- 
ation of Lake Papoonamey and the very tolerable culti- 
vation in the valley immediately beneath were very 
handsome, after this distance the cultivation was less 
frequent & was perhaps a little obstructed by a gradual 
elevation of mountains which rise from the valley as far 
as my eye could extend ; these appeared over each other 
in succession to an amazing distance & almost untill 
their distinction from the clouds was lost by the azure 
shades of the horizon. — The last distinguishable object 
was the Pocono mountain which I had seen this morning 

* Intended for "Poponming." Heckewelder calls it "Ponoming," 
meaning "where we were gazing." It is now known as "Long Lake." 
(G.P.D.) 
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much nearer I thought than at its extreem view, but 
from this height it appeared to rise much in sight, part 
of it was intercepted by the mists of the morning 
which had been cloudy & which added much to its 
grandeur, the beauty of my prospect on this side was 
highly increased by the chequered shades of light the 
cloudyness of the day caused over it, — this is often seen 
extreemly beautiful on a limited space when one or two 
shades are thrown in about a mile but here our extent 
was almost unlimited & the distance of a mile was not 
known, the whole horizon was varied & the shades of 
light & clouds dispersed irregularly over it the enlight- 
ened spaces gradually with distant objects were less in 
sight & more numerous with their distance & were lost 
under the decline of the verge of our limits of view. — 
on the east side our view was too much shaded by the 
mist & intercepted by trees but the small spaces which 
I could see were equally elegant it generally terminated 
in the irregular summits of the Lehigh hills, the rich- 
ness of this country is in our view equal to its compara- 
tive product the farms & houses extend almost to in- 
finity & at places the little dutch towns on the hills are 
conspicuous & interesting, Nazareth is distinctly seen, 
on the North is opposite part of the Gap the other side 
of the mountain about the same heigth but the space 
between being so short is no less a curiosity than the two 
unbounded views, the trees rise in succession from 
the road where one can almost look upon them & are 
growing upon all the craggy precipices to the top, this 
mountain slopes down into the prospect of the western 
valley & in a short or narrow part of the view & without 
running into it reaches till its course fades in the gen- 
eral distance and azure mists — on the south the forests 
of the top of the mountains soon close the extent but 
these are worthy of observation as on the summit of the 
ridge the trees are of considerable size & beauty even 
among the rocks, the pines are numerous & extremely 
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pleasant, their own Statnre is everywhere grand, hut on 
this ridge which I consider one of the wonders of nature 
they are not only conspicuous but comparative of its 
durability as they shade its summit with an everlasting 
green. — We descended with more difficulty than we got 
up as the rocks were slippery, but without accident or 
much fatigue & rejoined our company at Hellers Inn 
soon after they had arrived as we rode fast fearing 
they would wait — we judged our walk up & down had 
been two miles. — We breakfasted at Jacob Hellers 's — 
paid for G. Levers my part of y e whole 50 cents — 
we proceeded on myself for George Palmers & my 
friends for Easton in their way for N. Yk. we kept 
company as far as Nazareth, thro' which country we had 
many fine prospects the land 4 miles from Hellers mis- 
erable oak barrens & a poor shelly stony surface but 
within the remainder of the distance rich & delightfully 
varied & finely cultivated. — we passed a mile before 
we reached Nazareth a little moravian town & at Naza- 
reth we parted my friends taking an eastern course 
Nazareth contains about 30 houses is a very neat little 
village finely situated in the center of neat cultivation 
& good farms & land, has a moravian nunnery &° upon 
the same establishment as at Bethlehem & being de- 
termined to see the latter place & to be informed of the 
order of it, I thought it not necessary to appear here 
I accordingly continued my road toward G. Palmers, 
the Deputy Surveyor, and passd thro' Christian 
Spring, the country all the way to his house is finely 
improved as near Nazareth, several very rich farms 
passed a confiscated estate of I. Galloway had all the 
way views of the Blue M tn . & of the Lehigh hills on all of 
which the Sun shone while shade was over us in the 
valley. 

I found G. Palmer absent but opened our business 
fully to his Son and left our papers & he promised me 
he would engage his father's attention to it.— 
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G. P.'s house is very pretty from the end of his lane 
I had one of the finest prospects I ever saw particularly 
the passage of the Lehigh thro' the blue M tn . which I 
took during the remainder of the afternoon & at dusk 
came to lodge at Cyders Inn. about a mile from G. 
P.' s where we had supper & very decent accommoda- 
tions the landlord one of the most attentive & honest 
dutchmen I have found. — 

I omitted to mention that the blue mountain at Hel- 
lers 's G-ap & extending Southward many miles is the 
property of Tench Cox (?) he purchased many thou- 
sand acres at 4/6 ^ acre, without as I can perceive a 
single inducement on account of estimated value, the 
timber cannot be got from it in any quantity forever, 
it is however a solid estate & could he have visited it 
often might have been supposed to have been bought 
for its prospect. — The passage up the mountain from 
the road thro' the Gap I am sure could be improved 
with little expense to accommodate horses — its perpen- 
dicular height 1200 ft. 

18. Paid at Cryder's bill for G. Levers & myself 

2 Suppers 25 50 

1 p\ Lisbon wine 25 

16 quarts oats 53 

hay 2 horses 40 D s . 1.68 

Set off early in the morning for Bethlehem the Land- 
lord offering to accompany me about 2 miles as the 
road was difficult — which I accepted — about a mile 
from the Inn I parted from G. L. — who had been very 
civil and behaved with great propriety towards us & 
with prudence to others during all the time we had been 
together & had as much to say of the conduct of others 
towards him as they had to complain, — It is very cer- 
tain that all of the people about where he lives — except- 
ing the Strouds are a very rough set have been always 
in quarrels & were often endeavoring to prejudice us by 
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relating stories which we discarded as of no conse- 
quence true or false — Prejudices certainly exist against 
him among very respectable people & too serious if 
they have not been raised by the means I have men- 
tioned to have arisen from trivial causes — 

My Landlord partly for the purpose of showing me 
the road & as I had praised the country of letting me 
see some of its finest views, accompanied me about 5 
miles towards Bethlehem & explained the distances we 
saw as we passed & I am satisfied in pronouncing the 
whole distance to Bethlehem to be thro the most pic- 
turesque country I ever travelled the eminences not 
great but as much so as requisite to see perfectly over 
the hills of the ground before us & the chain of the Le- 
high & blue mountains the latter at great distances 
bounding the sight & from the directions of our sight in 
very irregular summits I could most chearfully ac- 
knowledge that the farmer in seeking to bring the 
wilderness to fertility gave the whole face of nature its 
most charming appearance & perhaps the most proper 
disposition to his uses in the alternate benefits of 
woods & cultivation is that of all others the most 
agreeable — 

After returning from the unsettled parts of this coun- 
try, where in its infancy it must remain for some time 
in general rudeness & descending into vallies the most 
beautiful & luxuriant in produce & prospect in America 
I could with pleasure apply the lines of Goldsmith as 
they arose perhaps because they might have been ex- 
cited by a similar enjoyment. 

Far to the right where Apenine ascends 
Bright as the Summer Italy extends 
Its uplands sloping deck the mountains side 
Woods over Woods in gay thiatric pride — 

Many of the Germans in this country are certainly 
free from the roughness for which they are so noted 
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I met & was treated with great politeness by many of 
them who appeared to great advantage as little was 
expected, they attend by far too little to teaching their 
children english and will want english manners till they 
do & they will continue as a separate colony, almost all 
the children speaking & writing nothing else but dutch 

The road to Bethlehem leads thro the Irish Settle- 
ment, few of the original improvers remain on it 
I reached my first Stage to breakfast about 10 oClock 

Determining to spend a few hours to see this place 
I sent for the person who is stiled the father of the 
family who called on me after breakfast & to whom I 
made known my intention. This old man about 70 
years of age is almost always near the Inn when not 
showing the institution in order to offer his Services 
to Strangers & to take them thro free of any restraint 
so natural on seeing a place so new — He is universally 
saluted with the title of Daddy Thomas, which I found 
unvaried and not singular & of course adopted it. 

Daddy Thomas walked with several persons who had 
waited for this purpose at the Inn down to the schools 
of the girls which I think consisted of six rooms in each 
of which we saw about 14. — & this divided according to 
the several ages & proficiencies of learning, begin g with 
reading writing &°. to drawing embroidery in Silk & 
muslin & music & painting as we went thro' the rooms 
our guide was frequently called to by the children by 
his title, — In the girls schools they were mostly at- 
tended by a mistress one of the Sisters particularly so 
at the arts of Drawing needle work & music & were not 
interrupted by our coming, & it gave us much pleasure 
to see the specimens of considerable ingenuity — 
Whether from the affection the old Sage bears all his 
dear children as he calls the girls or from a disposition 
to show his familiarity the ceremony of kissing was 
again gone thro' to all who attracted his attention & 
which the young women permitted 
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He took great pleasure in informing us of such as had 
come for instruction from great distances such as N. 
Carol 3 . Antigua Marietta N. E d . &°. & c . and said upon 
the whole their project equalled their expectations — 
During the time we were in the girls school I observed 
a whiteness of complexion universally if not a sallow- 
ness attributable to close confinement or to exercise 
only under particular rules & am satisfied that the mind 
does not enjoy any relaxation while under the rules of 
others uniformly designed to suit all the bow may gain 
something of its straitness if unstrung, but to give it 
its full power it may be necessary to apply a force to the 
contrary side 

The modes of play exercise & c . are too much reduced 
to system they play under the eye of the Sister who ac- 
companies them & they do become reduced to their order 
of acting & I have little doubt mode of thinking from 
enticement & from knowing no other. After the 
schools we passed thro' the Sisters house remarkable 





for its extreme neatness, the dormitory is in the garrett 
which is made very roomy & pleasant, the beds are all 
single & I suppose are about 60 formed in three rows 
thro' the length of the house, in the center of this cham- 
ber there burns a lamp all night under a ventilator 
which carries thro' it the air from the closeness of the 
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room. — I could observe no peculiarity in the women's 
dress except a stiffness of lacing & the wear of scolloped 
caps with rounds to cover the ears & a point in the front 
which were very singular & universally put on infants 
& old women, they were originally used from one be- 
ing presented to one of their sisters by Catherine Queen 
of Denmark who received them from their persecution 
at their rise in germany. they are generally made thus, 
the whole is covered with bookmuslin or fine worked 
lawn 

After passing thro' the sisters house we led into 
the store room where we were to buy some of their 
work, which I did but & think there was no assortment 
as the whole was contained in four drawers, they said 
they had sold more than usual this season — 
I had told Daddy Thomas I wished to see other parts 
of the institution particuarly the Church and water 
works but by the time we were done here he said the 
men were going to dinner & nothing would be done till 
afternoon, so accordingly I went to the Inn to my own, 
about 3 oClock Daddy Thomas again called at the Inn 
but not to take me further about the town, it was he 
said under an engagement to go with another party 
thro' the same business we were at this fore noon & 
to leave them in the same manner, and as I saw that 
was their regular form with which visitors were 
treated, I was determined to do as well as I could for 
myself — Of course I first tried the Water Works on 
the Monocasy, which is a wheel working three pistons 
in brass cyinders to force the water thro' leaden pipes 
into a small stone reservoir on a high part of Bethlehem 
whence there are four conduits to the gardens culti- 
vated at seperate houses & to the houses for washing 
& other purposes. My next visit was to the Bretherens 
house, which appeared almost empty as many are em- 
ployed out of doors, several only in the lower apartment 
were at looms making clothes shoes &c the only thing 

Vol. XLVI.— 10 
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we could find here was the prospect from the top of the 
house which gives a good sight of the town — in one 
of the chambers is a small organ on which one of them 
played for us & was very fine indeed. My last effort 
was to get into the Church which I accomplished with 
some difficulty, the room is simple, fitted up with an 
orchestra at one end a small pulpit in the middle, 
the forms are all very plain benches mostly without 
backs, the men here are seperated from the women & 
retire by different doors, round this chamber are hung 
14 paintings of one their ministers of the principal 
events of our Saviour's life from the annunciation to 
his ascension & are striking pieces, in another room, 
the old meeting room are paintings of several of the 
Nuns, the Brethren & Sisters by the same artist. — 

I returned to the Inn about 4 oClock & prepared to 
go — I shall however give some further remarks be- 
fore I leave it — This institution was founded about 
62 years ago from the funds of the Society in Germany 
originally founded or patronized by Count Zinsendorf, 
by the purchase of 4000 acres of land on which part of 
the buildings were erected the rest, I suppose have 
been added from the increase of the money of the insti- 
tution so that at this time the buildings of the concern 
here consist of the houses for devotees of the sect, the 
Brothers house, Schools, Sisters house, Married Sisters 
houses, Widows house Church, Parsonage, two large 
Stores a large Inn a grist mill, Brewery, Tannery, Snuff 
Mill & several single houses, all which are either rented 
out & an annual sum thence arises or persons are hired 
to conduct the several branches for the benefit of the 
institution, the excess to be applied to the support of 
their foreign missionaries, the helpless in the com- 
munity being first attended to — 

I am informed the moravian missionaries have been 
for many years thro' all the interior of this continent 
& have at several times attached the Indians to them 
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& engaged them on the mission before the war they had 
three Oconomies (establishments of the same kind as at 
Bethlehem) on Muskingam river a stream of Lake Erie 
at one of which there were engaged 100 Indians, & as 
their principles lead them to decline war they remained 
for some secluded from their bretheren — So consider- 
able a number as this was missed by the Nations who 
took part with the English & the chiefs feeling their 
weakness & knowing no reason for their exemption sent 
them word they were in the way of their War Path & 
soon followed with their whole number & took them 
away. — 

Their Oconomies have been at times established in 
most parts of Europe, America & Asia, from their 
origin in Germany to which remittances are made of 
the profits of the several Institutions and I suppose 
with some parts of this the missionaries are supported. 

I wished to know particularly the situation in which 
the several workmen stood, but Daddy Thomas always 
evaded my question either by pretending not to under- 
stand it or giving me a very partial answer — from en- 
quiry of some of the others I was informed that the 
bretheren worked for themselves & paid their own 
board, & if they left the place took with them their 
property, owing however to the difficulty of under- 
standing their broken english & I think the art of the 
head of them very little intelligence is to be got. The 
greatest appearance of civility is always kept up & a 
vast profession of attention to strangers, & the time 
of the visitors is so taken up in going thro' what is com- 
monly shown them that there is no opportunity for en- 
quiries & you think to have it when you are done & 
everybody disappears and the common persons of the 
houses are as ignorant of its general system & purpose 
as any other persons of the same employments in any 
other place — 

The farm surrounding this village is the most pleas- 
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ing part of the business as the Moravians have very 
justly the merit of the finest cultivation of the country 
their dairy &°. is very extensive & handsome but nothing 
being to be gained by showing these to strangers Daddy 
Thomas never troubles himself with else than to whip 
one thro' the schools & into the store till one purchases 
some expensive things & one is left to seek all the rest 
as well as they can. 

The attendance at the tavern is certainly very indif- 
ferent no servants have their appropriate tasks & are 
all dutch without common attention if the horseler is di- 
rected to do certain parts of his duty to dust harness & c . 
he says uniformly "yough"— but never does it & instead 
of the company being seperately accommodated all are 
shown into one or two rooms up or down stairs, some- 
times a preference is supposed to given by inviting to 
any upper table, but it is given to so many that they 
find no room at it — and this may be called crowded 
civilities. I must however except from this the land- 
lady who behaved to me at both of my being there with 
much kindness & an attention which marked a decided 
desire to please her guests. — The houses are all built 
as it were to imitate the most ancient dutch cloisters 
the windows inside all have a low arch & are very deep 
the entrances or passages wide & a person seems lost 
in the emtyness of them, some of them are only lighted 
from one end — 

The external appearance of the town is very unpleas- 
ant, the ground plot would afford a handsome view of 
the adjacent country but the immense piles of buildings 
facing each other & in the center of which one sees the 
town obscure it & give nothing pleasant in its place, 
the tavern the brothers house the Store the Sisters house 
the Widows house the Brewery are all buildings about 
80 to 100 feet front with three rows of windows in the 
walls and two above them in the garretts on the roofs 
which are no where painted, the windows which are 
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are painted yellow which adds to its gloomyness. the 
external appearance is this — 
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either of these buildings in a city would be at once 
taken for its jail. — 

I may here mention the oixler observed with regard 
to marriages, which are under the direction of the 
governors of the settlement — When these think the 
circumstances of a man or judge his disposition require 
or dispose him to marry they take up the matter & name 
to him one of the women whom they think suitable 
whom however he may refuse if he does not. but the 
influence of their stations is sometimes used to bring 
it about, the affair thus drops, their reason for this 
mode is they say to prevent the biass of fortune or 
beauty & to preserve considerate order in the family — 
How ductile must the mind's of the young Moravians be 
to have all their desires of partiality exchanged for the 
judgment of those whom one may suppose have outlived 
all the feelings which would enable them to form one ! — 
I think that of this place so much famed for its order 
my opinion will differ from those who generallly speak 
& all who have written upon it — Whatever may have 
been the motive of origin of the business at this place 
& what its merits I do not pretend to judge as none of 
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the sect here would inform me but certainly as it relates 
to others, it appears a means of making money by every 
means which a very combined establishment can afford. 
The Stores tanneries & various mills are means of great 
profit as is also the tavern & farm & toll bridge the 
original purchase of 4000 acres of rich lands here & 
much more at Nazareth, Litiz, Christian Spring & other 
places about 10 miles round at about one tenth part of 
their present value has been prodigiously advantage- 
ous. I suppose at Bethlehem alone the value of their 
property is at least £100,000 — 

The profits of entertaining strangers is very consid- 
erable and conducted with much art the purchases of 
their little manufactures is at a most extravagant rate, 
at the time they wish to make you think they are doing 
you a favor to let you have anything so nice so hand- 
some & proofs of such superior ingenuity & skill. — 

I left Bethlehem in the afternoon about 4 oClock & 
enjoyed another view of that beautiful sweet flowing 
stream the Lehigh the shadiness of the walks on each 
side are extremely rich and pleasant one of the Sisters 
with the girls was enjoying it. 

I did not reach Quakertown where I lodged till two 
hours after dark took supper & retired about 11 oClock, 
to set off early in the morning. 

I omitted to mention among others of the Moravian 
Customs, that of their conduct to infants. In order to 
attach them from their first perceptions to the Sect & to 
the rules the children are taken from the Parents in- 
discriminately as soon as they are weaned & brot up 
particularly under the care of the Elders & Governors 
of the Institutions in order that they may regard that as 
their home the Heads of the Congregation & the 
other children as their parents & sisters &° and 
fall in, without further knowledge to the general 
employment & enthraldom of the Institution. — Many 
children of independent persons have been here at 
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school and so taken with the designing kindness with 
which they are all treated that they have left the place 
with great reluctance — 

It is the custom at Bethlehem farm where they clear 
the land & where they understand business of this kind 
better than in any other place I have ever been at, to 
cut up all the wood of every kind whatever into cord 
lengths & on passing their new clearing on the South 
Side of the Lehigh I had occasion to observe it they had 
the wood piled cord height, completely round a field of 
about 50 acres, which was hauled away & replaced by 
fences as wanted. 

Bill at Bethlehem 

Breakfast 2.4 

Dinner 2.6 

oats & hay. 2- 6.10 

Bill at Quakertown — Enoch Bobberts 's 

Supper 2.6 

Lodings 1/ oats & hay 4/ 5.4 7.10 

Servants at both places 3. — 



£17.8 D 8 . 2.35 

I reached the turks head 12 miles on my road to 
Breakfast which I had tolerable 

Bill & oats for horse 2/9 Serv. 5 d . . . . D s . —.45 

I returned homeward the road I set out & with nothing 
new to remark till I came to Chestnut Hill where I took 
a road which I was informed would lead over towards 
Schuylkill & having a very good knowledge of the direc- 
tion it ought to lead me thought it needless to take very 
particular directions, I thought likewise that the more 
I kept to the South should the road fork the nearer it 
would lead me into the Schuylkill road to the City — 
Whether it was owing to this to my taking all the left- 
hand roads or to its being really a difficult one to travel 
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I found my path grow less & less distinguishable till 
I had none, & was also disappointed in endeavoring to 
keep my course for my desired road as I was led to the 
top of a precipice over a little run which it was impos- 
sible for me to get over — Knowing however there must 
be a road which I had left to the right I steered that 
way sometime & found the one I ought to have kept 
thinking it however very strange that having already 
wandered so much in real forrests without erring my 
way I should be lost so near home — My road led me 
soon down a steep defile between rocks on each side & a 
run of water along the tract to a small bridge over the 
Wissahickon a little stream emptying into Schuylkill & 
after crossing keep close on the southwest side of the 
Stream (which was here raised by a mill damb) and a 
very rocky side of the hill. This little creek which I 
so often had heard of & which I so little expected to have 
been on, is universally acknowledged & famed for being 
the most recluse & affording the most romantic Scenery 
of any place of this country — It is a spot I had very 
often wished to see, & could have known what I saw to 
be it from description. Several mills are erected along 
its course & give it very beautiful waterfalls its bottom 
& sides are all rocks on the latter very steep & covered 
with moss & fine projections the sides of the hills 
very near the stream & very Similar to the streams of 
water in general in our interior woods near the heads of 
the rivers so much so that had I not known myself lost 
near home I should have fancied myself upon them, not 
only from the general face of the view but here I soon 
found similar trees, shrubs & c . to the product of such 
Situations to the westward universally & which I be- 
lieve no other part of this country will exhibit — 
Along the margin of this Creek & on the declivities of 
the hills grows the hemlocks of the beech land, tho' 
their size is small, & a few of the birch the extraordi- 
nary appearance of these trees, & the situations in 
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which I had always & alone found them before, where I 
had wandered among them as I did then was very 
singular & as they were accompanied with other simi- 
lar trees as in the wild woods was very striking, the 
Laurel Maples &c & a thick moss — . I considered this 
little recluse a short scene which might explain many 
of our situations when very distant from home, as I 
passed strongly impressed with these ideas my atten- 
tion was drawn on one side by a noise up one of the 
steepest declivities near the road & the first thing which 
struck my sight was an Indian, — my surprise was again 
raised & very agreeably as I thought nothing more was 
wanting to the scene without it was game. The Indian 
was in the employ of Jno Livezey a Miller on the stream 
& was a native of Long Island, in this country about a 
year — his name was John January — From a Dutch 
boy who was with him I found myself in the road I had 
desired, and which led me by a small powder mill to the 
Eidge Eoad on the banks of Scuylkill & along its very 
beautiful prospects of the highest improvements this 
country affords to my home at the Cliffts, was made 
more agreeable by the extraordinary Scene I had just 
passed thro' & its beautiful situation is I think little 
depressed in my view by all the varieties I have seen 
since I left it. — 



